66             COMMISSIONER  RAILTON

all ranks) was a short, unbraided jacket of common
serge, with brass S's on it. He was the first Staff
Officer to introduce and wear the red jersey.

From America he wrote criticizing a portrait which
had appeared:

' Another fashionable bonnet! And not a vestige of
uniform ! Why can't these young ladies at least wear the
old Mission bonnet, if they will have nothing to show their
connexion with The Salvation Army? I thank God nobody
can recognize that face, anyway ! '

In the same letter he writes:

* I don't like the idea of spiked helmets.    Don't let us
copy anybody.    A spike is of no use to us.    But I think
Majors might have three-cornered hats or something* to dis-
tinguish them in  " Big Goes."     The three-cornered hat
would also come nearer to a woman's.'

Railton loved and honoured the Flag. The Army
Mother, in the last year of her life, when lying in great
suffering, asked for an Army Flag to be placed above
her head. Railton hearing of this wrote to her :

' The request for the Flag gives me volumes of com-
fort as to the enjoyment of the War which you have within
as you lie outwardly at the lowest ebb of life. May this
glorious experience grow more and more precious as weak-
ness and pain cut you off increasingly from outer fellow-
ship with us.

*  I do wish I could be of more use as a comforter to you
or to anybody.    But I suppose I must be content with
" every one in his own order ?>; and the fact of my being
in Manchester* as Watchman of the House of Israel may,
I hope, be of real resting value to the hearts of you all
during the next few trying days.

* We shall survive, and have ages to laugh over all this
combination of sadnesses and trials.

1 Ever the same,

* Where an important legal action (settled, as a matter of fact,
at the last moment out of court) was then expected.